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Cong Confidence Shaken,)

CIA Wemo Discloses S
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| By DONALD R. LARRABEE (fectors ang captured documents !
all indicate that the events of.
jlund S. Muskie Tuesday nigh the past year have had a ma- p
jauoted™ g Contral Tntelligence terial adverse effect on Viet:
AAgency “memorandum  ingicat. Cong morale and shaken cone;
ANE that Vit Cong confidescs fidence ‘in  uitimate victory !

and ‘morale have., been badly throughout thejr ranks, -
shaken in recent months. X [
v i Muskle..interprettd”the op.| MUSKIE JREPORTED this]

tmistic-CIA report ag evidence| asscssment by the CIA - i
that the”Johnson idministras| The enemy lost 35400 men
ton's  poiiey * of “unremitting| killed in 1965, 25,000 In the:
Pressure” and & “carefully .[past six months  alone. This, . g .
Mmeasured  response” to. the|compares ‘with 11,250 South, ‘
enemy’s aggression. I3 “getting| Vietnamese and 1,365 'U.g. inw -
results.” ‘ _|the same period, The senntor
. 'The senator sald " he had|said the ' Communists are fac- "
asked- the CIA for jig assess- [Ing a “growing desertion prob.;

. ment of our position (n Viet|lem"” among their troops .andi
Nam, ' among the .local eitizens on )
’ whoi: they rely for ) varloua”?

kinds of support, . K

Muskie said he belleves the . g
administration’s course in Viet:, .-

Nam “makes sense.” He argued. !

that the enemy is "paying. a.l L .
:CIA memo which, presumably,| Price in “both ,‘fres.qurces and",: R A
; manpower:. for his ‘continuing " e

/Was released with the knowl- AazieArion W Lt al o

jedge, ifl not the approval, of} R —— e

high administration officlals, ; ‘ . -

Muskle quoted the CIA rc-{ '
port, as follows: ) : . S '

“There 1s no room for ex-r R L ' : : .
gessive  optimism,”  howoeyer.! Yoo S b STAT
“the military situation has sta-; = oo B R L |
billzed, the ~competence and ' ‘ ;
performance of the GyN (Gov-|
ernment of viet Nam)
{been Improve ,

icles In Philadelphia. Hig office
ireleascd the text here and un.
iderscored the references to the
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